
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



2019 



September 30, 1904 



Reports from Calcutta — Cholera, and plague mortality. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, August 25 and 26, as 
follows: 

During the week ended August 20, 1904, there were 3 deaths from 
plague and 4 deaths from cholera in Calcutta. 

In Bengal, during the week ended August 13, 1904, there were 475 
cases and 369 deaths from plague. In India, during the week ended 
August 6, 1904, there were 6,660 cases and 4,794 deaths from plague. 

Vaccination in the Punjab. 

During the year 1903-4, there was a considerable increase in the 
number of vaccinations in the Punjab, the total within that period 
being 685,105, an increase of 17,561 over the previous twelve months. 
The increase was confined to fresh cases, revaccinations showing a 
decrease of 4,017. It is thought by some that the fluctuation in revac- 
cination might have been due to a want of S3 7 stem, in districts, on the 
part of the vaccinating staff. 

The prevalence of plague in the Punjab does not appear to have 
affected the primarj r vaccinations, as indicated by the above increase; 
but it is probable enough that a falling off of over 4,000 in the revac- 
cinations may be attributable, to a degree, to plague. The number of 
males revaccinated was about double that of females, the reason given 
being that parents objected to their young girls being seen by the 
vaccinators. 

It is interesting to note that in the Punjab, as well as in Burma, the 
spread of vaccination has not been attended with a decrease in the 
death rate from smallpox. The rate last year was 0.2 higher than in 
1902 and more than double the average rate of the previous five years. 
However, in Kangra, which is said to be the best-vaccinated district, 
the lowest death rate is recorded; also in the Delhi district, where 
vaccination is satisfactory, the percentage mortality is low. And yet 
in the districts of Rohtak and Gujranwala, which leave much to be 
desired in the matter of vaccination, the death return from smallpox 
is low. 

ITALY. 

Reports from Naples — Inspection of vessels. — Beriberi at Port Arthur — 
Summary of plague in Egypt — Cholera in Persia — Russian quaran- 
tine measures on Persian frontier — Vaccination in Egypt — Public 
health in Italy. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, September 5 and 12, as 
follows: During the week ended September 3, 1904, the following- 
named ship was inspected at Naples: 

NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. Destination. 


Steerage 
passengers 
inspected 
and passed. 


Pieces of 
large bag- 
gage in- 
spected 
and passed. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Number of 

steerage 

passengers 

recom- 
mended for 
rejection. 


Aug. 30 




495 


170 


780 




i 
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Week ended September 10, 1904: 



NAPLES. 



Date. 


Name of ship. 


Destination. 


Steerage 

passengers 

inspected 

and passed. 


Pieces of 

large 

baggage 

inspected 

and passed. 


Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 


Njimber of 

steerage 

passengers 

recom- 
mended for 
rejection. 


Sept. 6 

8 




New York 

do 


184 
232 
262 
507 


75 

80 

55 

200 


450 
560 
475 
890 


11 




10 


9 




do 


8 


10 




do 


13 











Beriberi at Port Arthur. 

According to information from Tokyo, dated September 8, 1904, 
beriberi has developed among the Japanese troops besieging Port 
Arthur. 

Bubonic plague in Egypt. 

The total number of cases and deaths since the outbreak of the 
epidemic is reported as follows: 



Place. Date. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 




Mar. 24 to May 23, 1904 


162 
64 
205 
138 
1 

22 
1 

95 

1 

15 

77 

2 


123 




Mar. 30 to Julv 28, 1904 


27 




Mar. 18 to Aug. 4, 1904 


93 




Mar. 16 to June 24, 1904 


104 




Mar. 20, 1904 






Mar. 21 to Aug. 25, 1904 

Apr. 11, 1904 


7 








Apr. 24 to Aug. 11, 1904 


37 




Mar. 26, 1904 


1 


Port Said 


Mar. 18 to Aug. 5, 1904 


12 




Jan. 20 to Aug. 18, 1904 


48 


Do 


Aug. 21 to Aug. 25, 1904 











Bubonic plague has appeared in the town of Achmun (province of 
Menoufieh), probably imported by a Greek coming from Alexandria. 
The first cases occurred August 21 and 22 among natives. 

Asiatic cholera in Persia. 

The total number of deaths in Persia from Asiatic cholera up to 
July 15, 1904, is estimated to be 4,000. 

The following is extracted and translated from the French of a 
report made July 8, 1904, to the Belgian Government from the lega- 
tion at Teheran : 

"At Eadjriche, the summer seat of the legation, Saad-ed-Bowlek, 
Persian minister to Brussels, several Persians, and also my Austrian 
colleague and I have subscribed money to rent a place where an 
American mission can care for the most urgent cholera cases. The 
carelessness of the inhabitants in observing the most elementary rules 
of hygiene and the rush of fugitives from the city have made this 
place a veritable focus of infection. ' 

"This has reached such a point that my Austrian colleague and I 
have decided to seek refuge at Zerguendek, where the Italian minister 
has gone. The village in question is in the Russian jurisdiction and 



2021 September 30, 1904 

is the seat of almost the entire Belgian colony, which has until now 
been almost exempt from cholera, thanks to prescribed sanitaiy meas- 
ures. The confusion in the county is so great that nearly all the 
offices of public administration are closed, even the ministry of foreign 
affairs. In order to avoid the necessity on the part of the Russian 
Government for establishing quarantines in the Russian ports of the 
Caspian Sea, the Persian Government has decided to establish sanitary 
ports at Mendjeh and Rescht, on the coast of Enzeli, where travelers 
are held in observation for two days. 

"In the beginning of July, 1904, an epidemic of cholera began in 
Borasdjun, Daliki, and Kaserun, villages situated on the caravan route 
from Bushire to Shiraz. It appears that the infection came from the 
small port of Rudhille, to the westward of Bushire, on the Persian 
Gulf. The seaport of Bushire, on the Persian Gulf, with its popula- 
tion of 27,000, and Shiraz, the capital city of the Fars Province, with 
its population of 32,000, were still free from cholera on July 6. The 
first deaths were reported from Borasdjun June 17, and Kaserun June 
19 and 20. In the latter place the epidemic is spreading rapidly. The 
daily mortality reached 200 during the first week, but diminished in 
the early part of July. 

" Up to July 30, 1904, there were 5,103 cases of Asiatic cholera, with 
4,855 deaths, reported in Persia. During the week ended August 6, 
there were 926 fresh cases, and 964 deaths among these and cases begin- 
ning in the previous week. The epidemic is prevalent in the vilayets 
of Bagdad, Bassora, and Mosul. Dates and like dried fruits from 
Bassora must be accompanied by a certificate declaring that the place 
of origin is free from cholera. 

By decision of the sanitary board of Constantinople all vessels clear- 
ing from the Bahrein Islands, in the Persian Gulf, from places on the 
coast of the Persian Gulf between Katar and Fao, and from Mascate 
are subject to medical inspection, disinfection, and five days' quaran- 
tine. These measures must be carried out in a lazaretto of the Empire. 

In July Doctor Obermeyer was assigned to Teheran as delegate of 
the Constantinople sanitary board. 

Russian quarantine measures against cholera. 

By reason of the danger threatening from Persia special quarantine 
regulations have been enforced in order to prevent an importation of 
cholera in the Russian territory. 

All vessels coming from Persian ports of the Caspian Sea must have 
on board a ship's surgeon and are compelled to go to the quarantine 
station of Bakou for the purpose of medical inspection and disinfection. 

The frontier between the Caucasus and Persia is closed. Persons 
and merchandise are allowed to pass only at Belyassuwar, Chudoferin, 
Djulfa, and Chaktaktach, where stations for inspection are installed. 

Special medical commissions have been appointed in the Caucasus, 
in the Transcaspian district, and in the governments of Volga, Astra- 
khan, Saratov, Samara, and Simbirsk. 

Infectious diseases in Bosnia and Herzogovina. 

During the month of July there have been registered in Bosnia and 
Herzogovina 1,175 cases, with 100 deaths, from infectious diseases 
(534 measles, 65 diphtheria, 123 whooping cough, 118 enteric fever, 
156 relapsing fever, 35 dysentery, 7 anthrax, and 116 from scarlatina). 
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Vaccination in Egypt. 

Among a population of 10,172,087 (calculated July 1, 1903) in Egypt, 
the following number of vaccinations were made during the year 1903, 
according to official reports: 407,671 vaccinations with successful 
result; 2,161 without result; 4,195 revaccinations with successful 
result, and 465 without result. 

Public health in Italy. 

During the month of May, 1904, there were 11,234 cases of malarial 
disease reported in all Italy. 

Sanitary information for the week ended September 8, 1904 : Measles, 
scarlatina, and diphtheria — very few cases in the provinces of Milan, 
Rome, Perugia. Smallpox — prevalent in the province of Lecce, espe- 
cially in the communes of Ceglie and Francavilla; some cases in the 
province of Potenza. Enteric fever — spread all over the provinces of 
Milan, Rome, Bergamo, Perugia. 

Mortality in Rome and Florence. 

Borne. — Month of June, 1904. Estimated population, 499,241. 
Total number of deaths, 862, including scarlet fever 1, erysipelas 7, 
enteric fever 13, diphtheria 2, whooping cough 3, hydrophobia 1, and 
17 from tuberculosis. 

Florence.— Month of June, 1904. Estimated population, 216,736. 
Total number of deaths, 381, including measles 7, diphtheria 1, enteric 
fever 7, and 87 from tuberculosis. 

Asiatic cholera in Burma. 

The following notification of the Alexandria sanitary board, trans- 
lated from the French, is extracted from the report on the sanitary 
administration of Burma for 1903, and gives the salient facts regard- 
ing the prevalence of Asiatic cholera in Burma during the year cov- 
ered by the report. 

Lower Burma. — The total number of deaths from cholera in 1903 
was 5,344 (against 1,844 in 1902 and a quinquennial mean of 3,350), 
giving a mortalitj' - of 0.97 per thousand inhabitants. The epidemic 
raged severely in the district of Akyab, where the cholera mortality 
reached 3.07 per mille. The districts of Amherst and Thonegwa fol- 
lowwith reports, respectively, of 1.80 and 1.44 per mille. The district 
of Tavoi was entirely exempt. In the district of Mergui there were 
3 deaths. Twenty-six among 37 cities of Lower Burma were infected 
in 1903, against 20 in 1902. The greatest number of deaths was 
reported at Moulmein (325, making 5.56 per mille). Akyab had 183 
deaths (5.13 per mille). However, the greatest percentage of deaths 
from cholera took place at Nyaunglebin (10 per mille), Kyaiklat 
(7.97 per mille), and Paungde (6.66 per mille). One hundred and 
twenty deaths occurred at Rangun (0.51 per mille). 

In the rural districts, in 18,668 villages, 1,235 deaths were reported, 
giving a percentage of 7, against 3 of the preceding year. The mean 
mortality in each village was raised to 4.3, whereas in 1902 it was 3.4. 
The total number of cases reported was 8,532, with a mortality of 63 
per cent. In the preceding year the percentage was 95. The greatest 



2023 



September 30, 1904 



number of deaths was registered in April and May, the smallest num- 
bers in September, October, and December. 

Upper Burma. — The total number of deaths from cholera reached 
2,887 (1 per thousand inhabitants, against 0.02 in 1902). The disease 
reigned in all the districts, but the districts of Pakokku and Minbu 
were the hardest tried. The cholera mortality in these two districts 
was, respectively, 2.36 and 2.05 per thousand. The cities where the 
mortality was the highest are Minbu (7.09), Myingvan (6.94), Shwebo 
(6.23), and Monywa (4.32). At Mandalay there were 79 deaths. 
Taungdwingyi was the only city exempt. July and August were the 
months with the highest mortality. During these months about one- 
half the deaths were reported. No deaths occurred in Januar}- and 
February, and 1 death only was reported in March. 

MEXICO. 

Reports from Monterey — Mortality. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Goldberger reports, September 19, as 
follows: 

Sanitary conditions in this section of the Republic are about at their 
normal. In the city of Monterey during the week ended September 
17 there were recorded 50 deaths. The principal causes of this mor- 
tality were pneumonia, organic debility of infants, tuberculosis, and 
diseases of the liver. Only 1 death, that from bilious remittent fever, 
is recorded as having been due to a febrile affection during the week 
under consideration. 

Conditions heliveen Monterey and Monclova. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Ferguson at Monterey reports, through 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Goldberger, September 19, as follows: 

Nothing of sanitary importance has come to my attention in the 
district between this city and Monclova, for the week ended Septem- 
ber 17, 1904. 

Report from Progreso and Merida— Inspection of vessels — Yellow fever 

at Merida. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Harrison reports as follows: Weekended 
September 11, 1904: Estimated population, 8,000; deaths from all 
causes, 18. 

Sanitary conditions only fair; mosquitoes not numerous, the weather 
haying been dry during several weeks. 

Merida continues to show several cases of yellow fever in the laza- 
retto; the general condition of that city appears good. 

Bills of health have been issued as follows: 



Date. 



Vessel. 



Destination. 



Sept. 



3 j Monterey. 
5 ! Dariena .. 



(> i Galveston a. 



8 
9 

10 



Helvetian . 

Tjomo 

Esperanza . 



New York 

New Orleans . 

Mobile 

Galveston 

do 

New York 

do 



Crew. 



Passen- 
gers. 



Transit. 



aFumigated. 



